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" I can tell you nothing of his college days," writes Edward Fitzgerald to a friend, " for I did not know him till they were over, tho5 I had seen him two or three times before: I remember him well, a sort of Hyperion."
With his poetic nature, and warmth of heart, he soon made his way. Fanny Kemble, who used to visit her brother John, said of him when at College, " Alfred Tennyson was our hero, the great hero of our day." Another friend describes him as " Six feet high, broad-chested, strong-limbed, his face Shakespearian, with deep eyelids, his forehead ample, crowned with dark wavy hair, his head finely poised, his hand the admiration of sculptors, long fingers with square tips, soft as a child's but of great size and strength. What struck one most about him was the union of strength with refinement" On seeing him first come into the Hall at Trinity, Thompson1 said at once, " That man must be a poet" Arthur Hallam " looked up to him as to a great poet and an elder brother2."
Hallam said to Trench in 1832: " Alfred's mind is what it always was, or rather, brighter, and more vigorous. I regret, with you, that you have never had the opportunity of knowing more of him. His nervous temperament and habits of solitude give an appearance of affectation to his manner, which is no interpreter of the man, and wears off on further knowledge. Perhaps you would never become very intimate, for certainly your bents of mind are not the same, and at some points they intersect; yet I think you would hardly fail to see much for love, as well as for admiration." Blakesley described Alfred as " Truly one of the mighty of the earth."
The friends among whom he lived were Spedding (author of the Life of Bacon), Milnes (afterwards Lord Houghton), Trench (afterwards Archbishop of Dublin),
1 Afterwards Master of Trinity.
2 A. H. Hallam was born on February ist, 1811.